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VULNERABLE ADULTS POLICY                                             February 2018 v2  

Romsey Men’s Shed operates an ‘open door/drop in’ policy to all men aged 18 years or 

over. 

Our primary objective is to offer a safe and welcoming place for men to meet and socialise 

whilst carrying out craft activities around hobbies or similar interests, to address the issues 

of male social isolation. This will include the provision of training, encouragement, tools and 

equipment, and may include organised trips to places of interest. We may also engage in 

work in the community. 

We will always have a ‘responsible person’ in attendance at all sessions but we do not 

provide any healthcare professionals.  If anyone needs healthcare support we expect them 

to come with that support, which may be a professional or informal carer.  We expect such 

supporters to take responsibility for the person/people in their care. 

As volunteers, the Trustees, the ‘responsible person’, and other members have no formal 

duty of care to anyone who comes, but we accept that we have a moral duty to do the best 

we can in whatever circumstance. 

If we suspect signs of abuse in anyone, or they tell us of abuse or critical problems they are 

suffering, we can consider the following options:- 

1.  If they have a care co-ordinator who is known to us, we can tell them about it. 

2.  We can ask the person if they would like us to contact adult social services or the police 

or other agency on their behalf. 

3.  We can refer them to an advocacy service, the Wellbeing Service or other relevant 

organisation.  We will hold contact details and leaflets of useful organisations. 

The following is a guide to the standards of behaviour we expect from all those who come 

to our sessions:- 

Everyone must be accepting of, and supportive of, all the other people who are there. Their 

own behaviour must be acceptable, that is, not threatening and they must do nothing to 

distress other people. They will not be under the influence of alcohol or non-prescribed 

drugs. 

It is understood that some people’s behaviour will be adversely affected by illness or 

medication. They can be asked to leave. This behaviour may be temporary and so in most, 
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but not all cases, they may be welcomed back on another day. We will, as a matter of 

course, assist anyone who may need casual help due to disability or illness.  We will be 

welcoming, friendly and helpful to anyone who comes and lend a friendly ear to people. We 

will do our best to be totally accepting of everyone and encourage all who attend our 

sessions to behave likewise. The kettle will always be on, with tea, coffee and biscuits 

available. 

This policy will be reviewed once a year.  Date of next review March 2019. 
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